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Our new meeting site 1s the T -, ., 1
911 OEM office 7@;@%
at the old downtown Locdiclod tost
Morrilton Post Office Saturnday
Juty 15, 2017
Meeting time 1s at the O Office
6:00 PM  July - 11- 70:00 am.
with a gathering time of *:*7“”:*
5:30 PM ; % )
for those that want to talk
radio stuff
Locodl Corway
Dinner is at 5:30 Couwnty Nets
Barbecue and chips First Net

If you haven’t chipped in your
$10 dues please bring it
Tuesday night

TONIGHT 7pm 444.100
(+) TONE 114.8 THE
WOLVERTON
MOUNTAIN UHF NET

Second Net

Simplex Net 146.51
Thursday at 8:00 PM

Third Net

TONIGHT 8pm 146.510
THE ADARC 2m
SIMPLEX NET.
RELAYS ARE WELCOME




From the desk of
Roger Alabach KFS5SDE

Well spring is gone and summer has
sprung. If you like a wet summer you should
be happy. I have been told if it rains on the first
of the month it will rain fifteen days that month.
So far it has rained every day this July as of this
writing. Hopefully everyone has had a chance
to complete their outside projects as I feel the
coming heat of summer will hamper any major
doings. And as summer progresses there will be
another round of hamfests. The long distance
ones include Shreveport on August 12th and Jop-
lin on August 26th. I have heard the Joplin one
is worth the drive. In September they are closer
to home. You have Mena on September 8th and
Little Rock on the 16th. MFJ is having their 45th
anniversary in Starkville MS on September 29th.
And in October we have the one on Petit Jean
Mountain on the 21st. Rumor has it the hamfest
in Texarkana will not happen this years. Too bad
that was a good one.

As you know the last Saturday in June
was summer field day. We set up at the fire sta-
tion in Morrilton rather than going to Petit Jean.
The great firemen put two pulleys on their ra-
dio tower and we made use of both of them. We
were able to raise and lower different antennas
and even set up a vertical one this year. This pro-
vided a great opportunity to check out our anten-
nas and make some contacts. The bands were not
very good to us early on but we managed to break
the ice late afternoon and at times were scoring a

contact every 10 to 20 minutes. Some of returned
on Sunday morning to find making contacts was
a little less difficult. Now I must say we are not a
sophisticated bunch. Our gear is not high dollar
fancy but we had lots of fun and good fellowship.
And that is what it is all about. All said and done
we made around 65 contacts which is the best we
have done in the last few years. If you are sad
that you missed out don’t be. Winter field is less
that 6 months away.

I regret that I will miss our next meeting.
I have to be out of town on business. I have to
work and pay social security to support Stewart
and Jim.

73 everyone

Roger KFSSDE 73

With regrets I announce the loss of one of out
founding members George Martin KCSRED
who has become as SK. Until his health
starting failing he was a faithful and regular
member.

The Arkansas Diamond Radio Club
(KESFSY) of Morrilton News Letter

This bulletin is published 4 times a year
for the promotion of HAM radio. Ham radio is
for enjoyment and is the emergency back bone
of communication for the communities. When
all else fails we will be there, we have in the past
and will be in the future.

Editors are KDSLBE  Stewart Nelson

ACSRM Facebook Bobby Moses

AGSIE Webpage Eric Stricklin
All HAM related stories are welcome.

ARKANSAS NETS OF
INTEREST for Generals

Arkansas Razorback Net, 3987.5, 6:30 PM daily, Net
Manager, Ed Alspaugh, N3QL

Arkansas Phone Net, 3987.5, 6:00 AM, Monday thru Sat-
urday, Net Manager, Doug Robbins, W5DUG

Arkansas Mockingbird Net, 3927, 4:30 PM, Monday thru
Friday, Net Manager, Jerry Palmer, WSJEP

Arkansas Razorback Emergency Training Net, 3987.5,
Sunday, 7:00 AM, Net Manager, Dale Temple, W5RXU

Arkansas ARRL Section Net, 3987.5, First Monday,
monthly, 7:00 PM, Net Manager, Dale Temple, W5RXU

Our +favorite
HAM radio Internet Web Sites

Three good ones are
www.ARRL.org
www.ARR.org/QST
www.eHam.com
www.QRZ.com
www.YouTube.com




A different kind of story from our
past President Jim AFSIE. Jim like oth-
ers of his age rode the train where ever
they needed to go as a kid. Some got over
it in the age of air travel and some didn’t.
This 1s Jim’s story:

WHY I TRAVEL BY TRAIN:

1.) A nice way to see the county.

2.) Meet a lot of nice people. Some time you
will meet a real rectal aperture, but you just ig-
nore them.

3.) Every couple of hours this old man has to
stop, stretch his legs and pee, I can do that on the
train and I ain’t wore out when I get there. I can
also take a shower on the train a couple of hours
before my destination, and be all refreshed when
I get there.

4.) I carry a couple of HTs, extra batteries and
chargers with me and make contacts up and
down the line as “AFSEI AMTRAK portable lo-
cal (whatever town or city I am at).
That usually get several responses. [ program the
radios for the trip before I leave. Sometimes I
meet other HAMs on the train.

THAT’S KINDA FOR STARTERS, NOW LET
ME TELL YOU ABOUT TRAIN TRAVEL.

AMTRAK trains provide spacious reclin-
ing seating with plenty of leg room in the coach
cars. They also provide sleepers as well as com-
partments for 2, 3 or 4 travelers or a family. On
short trips, to Houston TX, I will usually travel
coach. It is about 10 hours to Houston.

On longer trips, to Chicago, Denver, Bal-
timore or San Antonio I get a sleeper, which is
First Class Passage and meals are included. The
sleeper is a small compartment with a work table
and two reclining seats. The sleeper will accom-
modate 2 people, but it would be very crowded, it
is better suited for one person. The two seats fold
to make a comfortable bed.

The train has a full dinning car, a café/
lounge car and a observation car. Sometimes,
on some trains, the observation car and the café/
lounge car are combined.

Now let me speak to the dinning car. The
menus reflect the area of the country that you are
traveling thru. The menus are set and substitu-
tions are limited. The food is excellent and well
prepared in the galley below the dinning area. A
meal on the train as you watch the scenery go by
is awesome. Some of the meals are a bit pricey,
but if you are traveling First Class, who cares.
When [ travel First Class, they lose money be-
cause this old country boy knows how too eat,
and can eat well. There are some things on the
menu that [ can’t pronounce, if I can’t pronounce
it, I ain’t eating it. On the breakfast menu, on
some trains, is a Cajun Breakfast. Don’t touch it.
It is almost lethal. I tried it ONCE. My innards
turned into you know what, and for about a week
I scorched every commode I looked at. It was a
Cajun Flame Thrower.

Some trains have a Business Class Car,
with leather seats and working space. Drinks are
included, but not meals.

The make up of a normal train is the
sleepers, compartments and business class are
behind the engine, followed by the dinning car,
café/lounge car and the observation car. Coach
passengers are not permitted forward of the din-
ning car.

AMTRAK goes to more places then air-
lines and is much more comfortable. Airline
seats are not comfortable and they treat you like
cattle. Cram as many folks into a small a space
as they can.

There are many discounts for AMTRAK
passengers, senior, student, Veterans and others.
There are many tours available thru AMTRAK.
The “biggie” now is a tour of the National Parks
around the country. Tour groups also get dis-
counts. There are also rail passes which allow
you to travel around the country at your leisure
within a given time frame.

My suggestion is that if you are not sure
that train travel is not for you, make a short one
day trip. Several are available from Little Rock.
Scenic routes that I have made are the Missouri
River Runner and the Cardinal. Take a camera.
More information about AMTRAK travel is
available at www.amtrak.com.




Free Instructors Classes
any Time, Day or Night

Free Learning Aids from Tech License
to Extra Class License to what is a balun and
much more. Almost everyone in HAM radio has
a question about something and would like to ask
someone for an answer. If you have a question
and would like to know a little bit more “You
Tube” is the place to go. There seems to be an
infinite number of answers to just about every
question. A lot of the YouTube videos are really
stupid but at least in the area of HAM radio they
are some really great sites. Understand while you
don’t have to pay for the information they would
really like for you to drop a few dollars in their
jugs.

The one that has the best information
from top to bottom is my favorite “Ask-Dave
KEOOG”. His short videos are usually around
20 to 30 minutes scholarly and straight forward.
If you want to up- grade you can go to sessions of
the Tech, General, and Extra licenses. If you have
a Hand Talkie (HT) you might go to his Episode
38 on using CHIRP which is the computer pro-
gram to program HT radios and 2 meter mobile
radios.

At Field Day this year I got a lesson on
antenna lead lines and the improvements from
chokes. I checked with Dave at Ask-Dave #73
and he gave me an extended lesson on baluns
and chokes. Ifyou have additional questions like
“How much does HAM radio cost” , or “Anten-
nas for Different Situations” there are programs
for those also. He has a website of https:dCasler.
com/Ask-Dave where all of his videos are list-
ed.

On YouTube there are people with an
idea that they want to share; they may be new
or they be old experienced hams. 1 wanted to
set up my FT897 to do Digital and there was a
video for that. There were a number of videos
on how to operate the digital computer programs
and for the most part they are usually easier to
understand than sometimes the instructions. The
bottom line is if you want learn by listening and
not just reading if KEOOG is not your person

then maybe KD6UDA or N1QQ might have your
answer. Go to YouTube type, in Ham Radio and
your question and you will be on your way to
some fun learning.

Ham Radio General Class

Lesson 6.2
Dipoles, Ground Planes,

and Random Wires

 Ham Redio General Class Lesson 6.2, Dipoles, Ground-planes, and
Rondam Wires
by, Dt Cantder
ety

Wa r n i n g e [ recently bought a

nice Buddiestick antenna which I really liked. It
is about $200+ and packs very small and I have
made a number of contacts in the field with it.
The antenna is first rate but it has a problem.

Many many years ago to save money
because copper prices had gone so high, homes
were wired with aluminum, but the aluminum
was wired into copper switches. What happened
was that the copper and aluminum didn’t like
each other and we had what was called galvanic
action and there was heavy corrosion and some
houses even burned down.

In the Buddiestick there are pieces that
thread together and unfortunately you have cop-
per screwing into aluminum and there is corro-
sion in the presence of electricity and moisture.
The solution are oils that are called Anti-Oxidants
that can be applied to the aluminum and copper
parts that are screwed together. I got a big tube
at Lowes for $6. So if you are putting aluminum
and copper together and there is going to be any
kind of electrical transmission, add something to
keep them friendly and not corrode. If you are
going to screw anything together that is going
to be exposed to the weather put some conduc-
tive oil/grease on it. If it is going to stay exposed
wrap it in a shrink electrical tape that is designed
for outdoor use. It beats cursing when you are
trying to get it a part or when leaking water gets



in and shorts your coax.

In my case the corrosion is enough that I am Another Part Of
going to have to re thread (3/8 - 24) everything then .
put the goo on. Democrats don’t like Republicans, Short Wave Radio
and Aluminum doesn’t like Copper. SWL or Sort Wave Listening

When I (KD5SLBE) was but a child
and didn’t have a HAM license I spent a lot
of my time in the 1950s listening to short
wave broadcasts from different countries
which could be news or music which for
the most part was local for the countries all
in English. Radio Moscow, the BBC (Great
Britain), and Radio Cuba were my favorites.
The broadcasts may be only one hour a week
in English, but I made a point of keeping up
with them and using my Daddy’s (WI9PQR
SK) radio and his tall dipole to listen to them.
I found out that the world was not always
like CBS, NBC, and ABC made it out to be.

While today most people rely on
their Internet, cell phones, or cable/satellite
there is other news to be found. In fact, there
is a lot of news to be found. People in the
USA care about the President and Moscow’s
interfering with the election and that can be
the only thing, but the rest of the world really
doesn’t care; they have their own problems.
Other countries have the some of the same

‘ n n L problems but a lot more and different.
) A I - The ql}estion becomes Where can |
AMATEUR RADIO find those stations; they are not in the HAM
bands any more. Remembering that if the
bands are not good for us and they are prob-
ably not that good for them, but they are run-
ning 100,000 watts. If you would like some

If you arc not now an pointers of where to go try “www.prime-
ARRL member Why not con- shortwave.com”. A friend sent me a list of
. . the countries broadcasts and it was 10 pages
sider that for 2017. Articles long, so the chance of finding something is
cover CVCI'ythiIlg in HAM ra- probably very good. The website also lists
. . what times they will be on. If you can’t find
dio from the SlmpleSt to the someone to talk to when you turn on the ra-
most Complex and all neat dio, you might want to try listening.

kinds of ads. Give it a try for
at least a year.




Short Field Day Report
June 2017

We set up at the North Fire Station by
the hospital. We set up so we could start at 1
PM, the official start time with a “3 A Arkansas”
report, but we should have used a 3F Arkansas
because we were at a backup location for OEM
office. We tried a variety of radios and anten-
nas, some worked and some didn’t. Some of the
radios had built in tuner and some didn’t. We
worked primarily on 20 and 40 SSB with a little
digital. Taking to Conway’s Club they said that
10 exploded Sunday morning. Saturday it was
dead so we assumed it was going to continue to
be dead. One change we need to do is to have a
radio set up listening to each of the bands to see
it they open up.

Like us, Conway only was running 100
watts so they got most of their contacts late Sat-
urday afternoon and Sunday morning. Trying to
work the mess in the first few hours is pretty
much a waste of time with 100 watts. They
even had a pileup on Sunday morning early
which sounds like a real missed opportunity for
us.

After much deep thought the secret to
a good Field Day is a good antenna. We tried a
number of antennas and the one we left up as a
quick standby is the GSRV. Jim, AF5IE, thinks
we all need some more help in using an antenna
tuner. The best radio was the IC-746 PRO with
the built in tuner on the G5RV antenna. The 706
is a good radio but it needs a good tuner. One
of the recently discussed antenna is the Cam-
eleon Antenna which is like a long wire Zeppe-
lin Antenna with counterpoise. My Cameleon
Antenna with counterpoise got a good SWR on
all bands without a tuner but it didn’t find a lot
of people to talk too. We used a vertical trapped
antenna, the Cameleon, the G5RV, a Hamstick,
and a Buckmaster (Windom)

We only made 58 contacts in 26 states
with a few of those digital. Our Club president
can up with a really nice new sign and it brought

in a lot of visitors. We always hope that the visitors
will get interested and come back and get interested
in HAM radio. All in all those that participated had
a lot of fun. As I have said before contest and Field
Days can be the most fun part of HAM radio, there
are different people to talk to and a lot of them and
conversations are short. Bottom line those that par-
ticipated had a lot of fun and we are getting ready for
next time.

Arkansas Diamond Club Members

ACSRT JIM WIEDOWER
ACS5RM BOBBY MOSES
AFS5EI JIM TAYLOR
K5PRM RICH MOODY
KS5SEC DON DACUS
KB5DQM JIM CARTER
KB5TJW DALE BETTIS
KDSLBE STEWART NELSON
KD5YZD JIMMY WIEDOWER
KESUAN JEFFREY RIDLING
KE5YP5 CLYDE ARMSTRONG
KF5DIF STEVE BEAVERS
KF5EST HUGH DONNELL
KF511Z BRUCE CURTIS
KF5ITM KIRK ROSE
KF5SMAD RACHEL BEAVERS
AA9BT LOUIS TIENKEN
AA3AT ANITA TIENKEN
KF5SBG SHELLY TIENKEN
KF5SDD ANN OFFIELD
KF5SDE ROGER ALABACH
KF5UDD MIKE KAROLCZAK
AGSIE ERIC STRICKLIN
KG5AUV CHARLES DRINKWATRER
KG5DAD SHARON CLARKSON
KGSEWI JEREMY LANDON
KGS5J AL GARRETT
W5WMM BILL MOONEY
W5WRB WALT BARFIELD
WBS5RUH DAVID HUETT
WBS5RZR JAMES RIDLING
WDS5SDJW THOMAS WOZENCRAFT
NSJKL JERMY LANDON

AC5RM BOBBY MOSES


















